NYC Property Access Law (AC § 4-210) Primer:

What To Do If ICE Shows Up
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Know your rights.
There are limits on ICE’s
ability to arrest you.

What Does the Law Say?

NYC Administrative Code § 4-210 limits ICE’s ability to arrest immigrants while
receiving city services. The law (i) applies to “governmental personnel who are
empowered to enforce civil or criminal laws,” which includes ICE, and (ii)
prohibits their entry into non-public areas of properties without a judicial
warrant. Protected places include private areas of shelters, schools, public
benefit centers, legal service offices, and other locations where city residents

receive public services.

What is a Protected Space?
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o Know Your Rights
Types of Warrants

e Public vs Private Spaces

Am I in a Public or Private Area?

Public areas are open for general access,
while private areas may be restricted.
Look for signage indicating restricted
access, closed or locked doors, or areas
requiring keys or identification. If you're
unsure, ask a staff member whether an

area is designated as public or private.

Whether a space is protected depends on whether it is considered a public or private area. Public areas of city
property are generally places everyone can use while private areas have restricted access or there is a reasonable
expectation of privacy. ICE needs a judicial warrant to enter private areas.

What Locations are Covered?

Schools
City
Hospitals

Benefit
Centers

City
Services

NYC Department of Education (DOE)
schools and some childcare providers
such as day cares providing services
under city contract.

Health clinics, located on city property (not
state property) or other health service
providers located on private property that
provide services under city contract.

Social Services Offices, SNAP Centers,
Medicaid Offices, The New York City
Housing Authority Centers, and
Workforce 1 Career Centers, etc.

provided by community-based organizations
that, through a city contract, provide city
services like housing, senior services, food
assistance, legal services, youth services,
preventative services, senior centers,
vocational and educational programs, and
recreation programs.

*Generally Private Space .

¢ Private Spaces include areas within buildings that are not accessible
to the public. Generally, this includes sleeping areas, offices and

rooms where services are provided.

Public Spaces may include lobbies, waiting areas, and hallways within

properties that are readily accessible to the public.

Does This Mean | Can’t Be Arrested Anywhere on City Property?

e Unfortunately, no. It’s important to know the difference between
public and private spaces. This law only applies to PRIVATE spaces
WITHIN city property and other locations where city services are
being provided. Public areas of city property are not covered by this

law.

What IfI Am In a...

Public School

¢ ICE cannot enter an NYC public
school without a judicial warrant
and approval from school
officials.

* You are NOT required to answer
ANY questions if ICE does not
have ajudicial warrant.

e If they do have a judicial warrant,
you still have the right to remain
silent. They can arrest you, but
you are not required to speak.

e Ask “Am | free to go?”

¢ Notify a staff member
immediately. Staff should direct
ICE to the DOFE’s legal department
before allowing any action taken

Shelter O

Careful! ICE often pretends to
be local law enforcement

If you are in a private space
(like a caseworker’s office,
your apartment or bedroom),
ICE cannot enter without a
judicial warrant. You are not
obligated to open the door.

If safe to do so, notify staff
and they should direct ICE to
legal counsel.

If you are in a public waiting
area, ICE may try to question
you. You do not have to
answer. Ask “Am | free to go?”

**DISCLAIMER: This document uses "ICE" for simplicity, but it also applies to other federal agencies involved in immigration enforcement.**




. . 5 What Does a Judicial Warrant Look Like?
What Is a Judicial Warrant? DO NOT ACCEPT!!

A judicial warrant is a document OFFICIAL JUDICIAL WARRANT  vs, ADMINISTRATIVE WARRANT
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ICE Can Enter Private Area Q Moante
Without a Judicial Warrant?
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2.If other rarer exceptions apply, such as
where there is a contract or
cooperative agreement signed.
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What Do I Do if ’m Approached by ICE?

**CAUTION: ICE agents often use ruses, including impersonating local police officers, to gain access to private

spaces without judicial warrants. ICE *CANNOT? forcibly enter private spaces without a judicial warrant.**

You do not have to speak to them. You have the right to be silent.

You should ask: “Am | free to leave?” If the answer is yes, leave.

You do not have to show ID or answer questions.

Notify a staff member immediately of ICE’s presence.

If you are being detained, ask for a lawyer immediately.

You have the right to be silent. You do not have to answer questions about your immigration status

PUBLIC SPACE

PRIVATE SPACE

If ICE is attempting to get into a private space If ICE has already entered the private space

e You are not obligated to open the door e You may repeat that you do not consent to them being in the

or remove physical barriers, unless space and you may ask themto leave. _
e You may state that you do not want to answer any questions.

they have a court-issued warrant. You still have the right to remain silent and are not obligated to
* You are not obligated to give ICE provide ICE with a passport or ID.
consent to enter. e You may state that you do not consent to search any of your
belongings.

e Ask to see a judicial warrant and have

. . . o Alert them if there are children, elderly, or medicall
officers slide it under the door. Y Y

vulnerable people in the area.

How Can I Help Protect My Community? Where Can I Get More Help?

e Legal Aid Society: If a family member or friend is detained and in
need of a lawyer you may call: The Legal Aid Society’s hotline at 1-
844-955-3425.

« Immigrant Defense Project (IDP): IDPs’ Hotline (212-725-6422)
provides support for individuals arrested by ICE.

includes writing down the badge number and name of e To locate someone detained by ICE using the Online Detainee

the officer, whether they had a judicial warrant, and Locator System (ODLS), you can search by either their A-number

location of the arrest. Consider filming the incident if (Alien Registration Number) and country of birth, or by their first and

you feel safe to do so. last name, country of birth, and optionally, their date of birth.

e Encourage shelters, city offices, and schools to put up
signs around the building that mark “private” space.

o Carefully document everything if an ICE officer
attempts to arrest you or someone around you. This



