
HERE, YOUR

MATTERS.
EXPERIENCE

SO DOES HOW
YOU’LL USE IT.

What You Bring
Shapes What You Build
Who is in the room changes how the 
law is taught, what the law can do, and 
who the law serves. 

What our students and faculty 
bring to CUNY Law—lived, earned, 
carried—can't be found anywhere 
else. In our clinics, you'll learn and 
practice alongside movement lawyers, 
abolitionists, and policy architects 
while partnering with grassroots 
leaders, advocacy groups, community 
organizations, and more to use law in 
the service of human needs.

Where You Train Determines 
What You Transform
Here, you'll learn by doing and by 
being in deep relationship with clients, 
movements, and frontline advocates. 

We've shaped precedent at the 
International Criminal Court, challeged 
solitary confinement, defended the 
right to protest, and built legal strategy 
alongside movements for racial justice. 

At CUNY Law, we're advancig 
collective liberation and community 
power from NYC's neighborhoods to 
the world stage. 

You can, too.

Our students are able 
to engage in creative, 
cutting-edge legal work, 
honing their advocacy skills 
while gaining a theoretical 
perspective of the systematic 
inequities within the 
immigration, criminal and 
other enforcement systems 
their clients survive.”

Professor Nermeen Arastu, 
Co-Director of the Immigrant & 
Non-Citizen Rights Clinic

STEP INTO 
THE ROLE 
OF LAWYER.
By your final year, you won’t just 
be ready to practice law. You’ll 
already be doing it.

At CUNY Law, every student spends a 
full semester or more in clinic.

This is your only focus: five days a week 
in one of the nation’s top-ranked clinical 
programs, doing the work of a lawyer 
with real clients and real consequences. 

At our in-house and practice clinics, 
you will be placed at the center of legal 
strategy, representing clients, creating 
advocacy campaigns, shaping public 
policy, and supporting movements for 
justice.

You’ll be in court, in coalition, and in
conversation with the people most
impacted and most determined to
transform the law.



IH = In-house clinic 
(direct client work + seminar, 2 days/week)

PC = Practice clinic 
(field placement + seminar, 2 days/week)

E = Evening option available

2S = Two-semester clinic 
(Fall–Spring, FT: 8 credits/term | 
PT: 5 credits/term)

Community & Economic Development Clinic 
(IH, E)
Full-time Day: 12 credits
Part-time Evening: 10 credits
 
Creating Law Enforcement Accountability 
& Responsibility Clinic (IH, 2S)
Full-time Day: 16 credits

Defenders Clinic (IH, E)
Full-time Day: 12 credits
Part-time Evening: 10 credits
 
Disability Rights and Social Justice Clinic (IH)
Full-time Day: 12 credits
 
Equality & Justice In-House & Practice Clinic
Full-time Day: 12 credits
 
Family Law In-House & Practice Clinic (IH, PC)
Full-time Day: 12 credits
 
Human Rights & Gender Justice Clinic (IH, 2S)
Full-time Day: 16 credits
 
Immigrant & Non-Citizen Rights Clinic 
(IH, E, 2S)
Full-time Day: 16 credits
Part-time Evening: 10 credits
 
Mediation Clinic (IH, E)
Full-time Day: 12 credits
Part-time Evening: 10 credits

CUNY LAW CLINICS
AT A GLANCE

EXPERIENCE 
CHANGES
EVERYTHING.

YOU ARE
EACH CASE, 
EACH CLIENT, 
EVERY
OPPORTUNITY
FOR CHANGE.

I’ve never been in a legal or professional 
space where I could say ‘yes’ to someone 
so much—where I could say, ‘we can help 
you with that,’ and mean it. I came in with a 
specific goal: vacating a conviction tied to 
someone being tra�cked. But criminalization 
doesn’t exist in a vacuum. It touches 
immigration, housing, education, safety.

A lot of law school is thinking about the work. 
But the second I sat down with a client, I 
wasn't working on a legal issue. I was working 
on someone's life. And CUNY Law taught me 
how to do that at their pace, with their power, 
and through their choices.”

-Clinic Student, the Exploitation Intervention 
Project; Human Rights & Gender Justice Clinic

Each semester, our sequenced 
Lawyering Program builds your 
foundation:
You'll begin with core structures, building 
key skills through hands-on simulations: 
mock interviews, case strategy, trust 
building interactions. Practice writing and 
speaking persuasively. Counsel with care. 
Learn to listen and when to lead.

Then you deepen the work.
You choose courses that align with 
your purpose. Explore o�erings in 
economic justice, family defense, 
labor, immigration, and abolition. Gain 
experience and understanding in civil 
rights, litigation, policy advocacy, and 
movement lawyering. 

You'll begin to see your place in the 
profession—not just where you’ll go, but 
how you’ll show up.

Step fully into the role of lawyer.
Every student. Guaranteed. This is your only 
focus. 

Five days a week working on a 
nationally-ranked, widely emulated 
program that trains more practice read 
lawyers than any other law school in the 
country. 

It's the only thing you'll do because it 
demands everything you've learned.

Before you even graduate, 
you're doing the work you 
came here to do.
In clinic, you'll draft clemency petitions. 
Represent clients in asylum and 
deportation proceedings. Litigate 
against surveillance and criminalization. 
Co-counsel with national advocates and 
community partners.

You are the lawyer.

REAL LAWYERING. 
EVERY DAY OF EVERY SEMESTER.

You start in week one—with real 
skills, real issues, real stakes.

FIRST YEAR FOUNDATIONS

FINAL YEAR CLINIC

SECOND YEAR EXPLORATION

PRACTICE

RECOGNIZED AS ONE 
OF THE BEST IN THE 

NATION, OUR CLINICAL 
PROGRAM CHANGES 

THE WAY LAW IS 
TAUGHT, LEARNED, 

AND PRACTICED. 


