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LISA DAVIS 

lisadavisnyc@gmail.com  

 

 

CURRENT ACADEMIC POSITION 
 

 

City University of New York (CUNY) School of Law 

 

• Senior Associate Dean of Clinical Programs (2024–present) 

• (Early) Tenure & Full Professor of Law (2023–present) 

• Co-Director, Human Rights and Gender Justice (HRGJ) Clinic (2018–present) 

• Associate Professor of Law (2018–2023) 

 

Courses Taught: 

 

• Human Rights and Gender Justice (HRGJ) Clinic – Co-taught year-long clinic 

focused on international human rights and criminal law, gender, and intersectional 

discrimination. CUNY Law has consistently ranked among the top four clinical programs 

by U.S. News & World Report. 

 

• Pro Bono Scholars (PBS) Seminar – Co-taught and supervised the PBS program. Led 

successful expansion from NYC-based placements to include national and international 

externships. 

 

Institutional and Leadership Initiatives: 

 

Co-founder, Institute for Gender, Law and Transformative Peace (2023) with Nobel 

Laureate Leymah Gbowee. The Institute promotes the leadership of women and LGBTQI+ 

persons facing intersecting forms of discrimination in conflict and atrocity settings. Raised 

requisite $2.5 million in funding. 

 

Co-founding faculty advisor, Sorensen Center for International Peace & Justice (2014–

2023). The Center trains law students to address issues of conflict, repression, and human rights 

abuse through interdisciplinary research, field engagement, and cross-border collaboration. 

 

Founding Initiatives: 

 

• The Gender Persecution Observatory (2024–present). A global hub for documentation 

and legal analysis of gender-based crimes in conflict and crisis zones, supporting 

accountability, academic, and policy efforts. 

• Faces of Resilience Photo Exhibit Series (2019–present). Co-hosted with LaGuardia 

Community College, this series highlights human rights defenders from conflict-affected 

regions. 

• Reimagining Justice for Gender-Based Crimes under International Law (2016–

present). Annual expert workshop convening global legal and human rights leaders. 

mailto:lisadavisnyc@gmail.com
https://genderpersecutionobservatory.org/
https://www.law.cuny.edu/newsroom_post/upcoming-exhibition-faces-of-resilience-portraits-of-afghan-women-human-rights-defenders/
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• HRGJ Academic Delegations (2014–2023). International field visits to share best 

practices and build global solidarity (destinations include Geneva, The Hague, Port-au-

Prince, Istanbul, Bogotá). 

• The Abraham & Rachel Slatkin-Belsky Distinguished Lecture Series (2014–2018). 

Annual lectures and the CUNY Law Dean’s Social Justice Award. 

 

University-Wide Service 

 

• Faculty Member, Human Rights Hub at CUNY, Ralph Bunche Institute for 

International Studies (2022–2023) 

• Faculty Representative, CUNY LGBTQI+ Council (2021–2023) 

• Advisory Board Member, LGBT Social Science & Public Policy Center, Roosevelt 

House, Hunter College (2015–2019) 

• Advisory Board Member, CUNY-Wide Initiative on Haiti, Office of the Chancellor 

(2011–2014) 
 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
 

 

International Criminal Court  
 

Special Adviser on Gender and Other Discriminatory Crimes (Dec. 2024 – Present) 

Special Adviser on Gender Persecution (2022 – 2023) 

Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) 

 

Advise the Prosecutor and OTP staff on legal issues concerning the commission of gender-based 

and other discriminatory crimes across all stages of the prosecutorial process, including 

preliminary examinations, investigations, trials, and appeals. Participate in country delegations; 

conduct legal reviews of evidence; and lead in-country trainings and seminars for accountability 

mechanisms, national authorities, and field staff.  

 

Key responsibilities and accomplishments: 

 

• Drafting the Public Principles to Advance Understanding of the Crime of Gender 

Persecution (forthcoming 2026). 

• Advised on the gender persecution charges in the ICC Afghanistan arrest warrants. 

• Drafted the Policy on the Crime of Gender Persecution.  

• Organized the OTP Roundtable on Gender Persecution. 

• Initiated the Just Security article series on the ICC Policy on the Crime of Gender 

Persecution, featuring leading experts in international criminal law.  

• Featured Speaker in all sessions of the Public International Law and Policy Group 

(PILPG) Experts Roundtable Webinar Series on Gender Persecution. 

• Served on the Advisory Committees for the 2023 Policy on Sexual and Gender-Based 

Crimes Policy and the Policy on Children. 

 

 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/office-prosecutor-launches-public-principles-advance-understanding-crime-gender-persecution
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/office-prosecutor-launches-public-principles-advance-understanding-crime-gender-persecution
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-aa-khan-kc-applications-arrest-warrants-situation-afghanistan
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2022-12/2022-12-07-Policy-on-the-Crime-of-Gender-Persecution.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-aa-khan-kc-cso-thematic-roundtable-meeting-crime-gender
https://www.justsecurity.org/tag/icc-policy-on-the-crime-of-gender-persecution/
https://www.publicinternationallawandpolicygroup.org/expert-roundtable-why-a-policy-on-the-crime-against-humanity-of-gender-persecution
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2023-12/2023-policy-gender-en-web.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2023-12/2023-policy-gender-en-web.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2023-12/2023-policy-children-en-web.pdf
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U.S. Department of State  
 

Senior Advisor to the U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for Global Criminal Justice (2024) 

(Secondment) 

 
Served as Senior Policy Advisor to Ambassador Beth Van Schaack, advising on issues related to 

war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide. Contributed to the development of U.S. 

policy on the prevention of, response to, and accountability for mass atrocities.  

 

Key responsibilities and accomplishments: 

 

• Contributed to the State Department’s policy position recognizing abuses against women 

and LGBTQI+ persons in Afghanistan as gender persecution—the first time the U.S. 

government has described a situation as such. 

• Developed policy recommendations on reparations, persecution, conflict-related sexual 

and gender-based violence, children born of war, and intersectional discrimination. 

• Served as a member of the White House Atrocities Prevention Task Force and the Sub-

Interagency Policy Committee on Haiti; advised the White House Gender Policy Council. 

• Co-organized the State Department’s first expert roundtable—held in collaboration with 

the U.S. Institute of Peace—on the participation of LGBTQI+ victims in transitional 

justice mechanisms. 

 
 

FORMER ACADEMIC APPOINTEMENTS 
 

 

Fulbright Scholar, Leiden University School of Law, the Netherlands (2022) 

Visiting Professor of Law. Designed and taught Gender Persecution: Contemporary Theory and 

Practice for Advocates, a course exploring the theoretical foundations and practical legal 

applications of the crime against humanity of gender persecution. 

 

Visiting Professor, Columbia University, School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) 

(2016–2017). Designed and taught Armed Conflict: Women and LGBTIQ Advocates, a course for 

MA and JD students covering international criminal and human rights law, gender and conflict, 

and regional approaches to gender in international law. 

 
 

HONORS & AWARDS  
 

 

New York State Court, Appellate Division – Second Department (2025) 

Recognition for significant contributions to advancing LGBTQI+ rights and legal recognition of 

gender persecution. 

 

LGBTQ+ Power Players in NY, Gay City News (2022) 

Named one of New York’s LGBTQ+ “Power Players” for leadership in government, law, 

education, healthcare, and civic advocacy. 

 

 

https://www.law.cuny.edu/newsroom_post/professor-lisa-davis-heads-to-u-s-department-of-state/
https://www.law.cuny.edu/newsroom_post/clinic-dean-lisa-davis-honored-by-nys-appellate-division-for-lgbtqi-rights-advocacy/
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Outstanding Law Professor Award, CUNY Law Review (2018).  

Honored for exemplary service as Faculty Advisor to the Law Review. 

 

The People’s Choice Gavel Award, Women’s Link Worldwide, Madrid, Spain (2011) 

Awarded for lead counsel role in a groundbreaking Inter-American Commission petition on 

behalf of displaced Haitian women and girls. The case resulted in the Commission’s first-ever 

precautionary measures recognizing state responsibility for preventing third-party gender-based 

violence. 

 

Honorary Judge, Tribunal Simbólico Contra la Violencia Sexual en el Marco del Conflicto 

Armado Colombiano, Humanas, Bogotá, Colombia (2011). Invited to serve as an honorary judge 

at a symbolic tribunal addressing sexual violence during Colombia’s armed conflict. 

 
 

COURT CASES & U.N. DECISIONS, CITATIONS, AND LITIGATION 
 

 

Gabor Rona & Lisa Davis v. Donald Trump, et al, No. 25-CV-3114 (JMF) (S.D.N.Y. July 30, 

2025). Successfully challenged Executive Order 14,203 in a landmark First Amendment case. 

Argued that the order unlawfully restricted free speech when sanctioning individuals linked to 

the International Criminal Court. The U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York 

ruled the order violated plaintiff’s first amendment rights and issued a permanent injunction. 

 

Special Jurisdiction for Peace, Colombia (Jurisdicción Especial para la Paz), Case 02: 

Prioritizing the Territorial Situation of Recaurte, Tumaco and Barbacoas (Nariño), Auto No. 03 

de la SRVR (July 5, 2023), fn. 3316. Trial Judgment finding crimes against humanity of 

persecution based on gender, race and ethnicity, citing Lisa Davis, Dusting Off the Law Books: 

Recognizing Gender Persecution in Conflicts and Atrocities, 20 NW. J. HUM. RTS 1 (2021).  

 

U.N. Security Council, Special Adviser and Head of the United Nations Investigative Team to 

Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by Da’esh/Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant 

addressed to the President of the Security Council, para. 82, U.N. Doc. S/2019/878 (Nov. 13, 

2019), citing the cooperative agreement between UNITAD and the HRGJ Clinic. 

 

International Law Commission Seventy-first Session Geneva, 29 April–7 June and 8 July–9 

August 2019, Fourth report on crimes against humanity, Sean D. Murphy, Special 

Rapporteur, fn. 204, U.N. Doc. A/CN.4/725 (2019), citing a joint letter to the U.N. Secretary-

General from the HRGJ Clinic, et al. (Dec. 2018).  

 

Supreme Court of India, Navtej Sing Johar & Ors. v. Union of India, Ministry of Law and 

Justice, Writ Petition (Criminal) No. 76 of 2016, Judgment (2018), fn. 106, citing the HRGJ 

Clinic’s 2013 joint submission to the U.N. Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 

Against Women, in its historic case that struck down Penal Code Section 377, criminalizing 

consensual homosexual sexual acts. 

 

U.N. Committee Against Torture (CAT), Concluding Observations on the Initial Report of 

Iraq, Advanced Unedited Version, para. 23 (d) (2015). Legal submission on behalf of Iraqi 

clients, arguing for state accountability in cases of private actor violence. The Committee’s 
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unprecedented decision held state agents responsible for third-party gender-based violence 

related to shelter services.  

 

U.N. Security Council, Informal Experts Group on Women, Peace and Security, Republic of 

Iraq, U.N. Doc. S/2016/683 (April 29, 2016), calling on the Iraqi government to clarify that 

NGOs may provide essential services to survivors of gender-based violence, including shelter, 

following the CAT Committee’s observations. 

 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Karen Atala and Daughters v. Chile (2012). 

Co-authored the sole amicus curiae brief arguing that sexual orientation and gender identity are 

protected classes under international law. The court’s landmark decision prohibited 

discrimination on these grounds. 

 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Decision Re: Women and Girls Victims in 

Haiti (2010). Lead counsel for the HRGJ Clinic’s petition on behalf of displaced Haitian women 

and girls subjected to sexual violence. Resulted in the Commission’s first-ever precautionary 

measures recognizing state responsibility to prevent third-party sexual violence. 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

 

Policies 
 

Public Principles to Advance Understanding of the Crime of Gender Persecution (forthcoming 

2026) (drafter). 

 

Policy on the Crime of Gender Persecution, (International Criminal Court, Office of the 

Prosecutor) (Dec. 2022) (drafter). 

 

Law Review Articles 
 

Lisa Davis, Post-Conflict Reparations: Methods for Addressing Discrimination, 46 U. PA. J. 

INT’L L. 947 (2025). 

 

Lisa Davis & Kirby Anwar, Recognizing All Victims of Racial and Gender Apartheid in the 

Draft Crimes Against Humanity Treaty, 9 HOW. HUM. & C.R. L. REV. 1 (2025). 

 

Lisa Davis, Dusting Off the Law Books: Recognizing Gender Persecution in Conflicts and 

Atrocities, 20 NW. J. HUM. RTS 1 (2021).  
 

• Cited in the Colombian Special Tribunal: Jurisdicción Especial para la Paz, Case 02: 

Prioritizing the Territorial Situation of Recaurte, Tumaco and Barbacoas (Nariño), Auto 

No. 03 de la SRVR, fn. 3316 (July 5, 2023). Trial Judgment.  

 

Jonathan O’Donohue, Indira Rosenthal, Rosemary Grey, Lisa Davis & Dorine Llanta, Gender-

Based Persecution as a Crime Against Humanity: The Road Ahead, J. OF INT’L. CRIM. JUSTICE, 

OXFORD UNIV. PRESS (2019).  
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Lisa Davis, Reimagining Justice for Gender Crimes at the Margins: New Legal Strategies for 

Prosecuting ISIS Crimes Against Women and LGBTI Persons, 24 WM. & MARY J. WOMEN & L. 

175 (2018).  
 

• Reposted by TALKINGABOUTTERRORISM.COM.  

• Cited in FIDH & Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice, Accountability for Sexual & 

Gender-Based Crimes at the ICC: An Analysis of Prosecutor Bensouda’s Legacy, fns 95 

& 97 (2021). 

 

Lisa Davis, ISIL, Sexual Violence, the Syrian Conflict, and the Way Forward: Women’s 

Inclusion in the Peace Process, 47 N.Y.U. J. INT'L. L. & POL. 1 (2016).  

 

Lisa Davis, Iraqi Women Confronting ISIL: Protecting Women’s Rights in the Context of 

Conflict, 22 SW. J. INT'L. L. 27 (2016).  

 

Lisa Davis, Still Trembling: State Obligation Under International Law to End Post-Earthquake 

Rape in Haiti, 64 U. MIAMI L. REV. 2 (2011). 

 

Julie Mertus & Lisa Davis, Citizenship and Location in a World of Torture, 10 N.Y. CITY L. REV. 

2 (2007). 

 

Book Chapters  

 

Lisa Davis & Valerie Oosterveld, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, Persecution on 

Grounds of, chapter in, MAX PLANCK ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW (Oxford 

Univ. Press, forthcoming 2026). 

 

Lisa Davis & Valerie Oosterveld, Prosecuting Sexual and Gender-Based Crimes in the Context 

of Ukraine, chapter in, UKRAINE AND ACCOUNTABILITY (Routledge, forthcoming 2026). 

 

Lisa Davis & Marina Kumskova, The Prosecutor v. Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman, chapter 

in, FEMINIST JUDGMENTS: RE-IMAGINING THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT (Cambridge 

Univ. Press, 2025). 

 

Lisa Davis & Danny Bradley, Queering the Crimes Against Humanity Treaty, chapter in, 

BUILDING BRIDGES: CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES ON GENDER, SEXUALITY AND 

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW (Universidad del Rosario, 2025). 

 

Lisa Davis & Danny Bradley, Victory for Women and LGBTIQ Rights under International 

Criminal Law: Gender in the Draft Crimes against Humanity Treaty, chapter in, GENDER AND 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW (Oxford Univ. Press, 2022).  
 

• Winner of the Women in International Law Group of the American Society of 

International Law Book Prize. 

 

Lisa Davis & Jessica Stern, WPS and LGBTI Rights, chapter in, THE OXFORD HANDBOOK OF 

WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY (Oxford Univ. Press, 2019).  
 

https://www.talkingaboutterrorism.com/post/legal-strategies-for-prosecuting-isis-crimes-against-women-and-lgbtiq-persons
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-criminal-court-icc/accountability-for-sexual-and-gender-based-crimes-at-the-icc-an
https://www.asil.org/community/women-international-law
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• Cited in, U.N.G.A. report of the Independent Expert on protection against violence and 

discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, Protection against 

violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity fn. 63, U.N. 

Doc. A/75/235 (July 27, 2022). 

 

Lisa Davis & Cassandra Atlas, Grassroots Women’s Participation in Addressing Conflict and 

Genocide: Case Studies from the MENA Region and Latin America, chapter in, WOMEN AND 

GENOCIDE (Indiana Univ. Press, 2018).  

 

Lisa Davis, The Gendered Dimensions of Torture: Rape and other Forms of Gender-Based 

Violence as Torture under International Law, chapter in, TORTURE AND ITS DEFINITION IN 

INTERNATIONAL LAW: AN INTER-DISCIPLINARY APPROACH (Oxford Univ. Press, 2017).  

MADRE, CUNY School of Law, BAI, IJDH & Lisa Davis, et al, Our Bodies Are Still 

Trembling, chapter in, TECTONIC SHIFTS: HAITI SINCE THE EARTHQUAKE (Kumarian Press, North 

Am. Congress on Latin America, 2012). 

 

Law Review and Journal Essays  
 

Lisa Davis, Third Party at the Table: Afro-Colombian Women’s Struggle for Peace and the 

Inclusion of a Racial-Gender Justice Analysis in Colombia’s Peace Process, COLUM. HUM. RTS 

L. REV. VOL. 4, NO. 363 (2020).  
 

• Mentioned in CNN, Colombia needs a leader who'll implement the peace accord. For 

women, it's a matter of life and death (June 19, 2022). 

 

Lisa Davis, Afro-Colombian Voices in the Colombian Peace Process: How a Group of Afro-

Colombian Women’s Rights Activists and New York Law Professors Came Together to Raise 

Awareness, 4 COLUM. HUM. RTS L. REV. VOL. 4.2, NO. 247 (2020) (introduction to a special 

journal edition). 

 

Lisa Davis, Countering Iraq’s Anti-Shelter Policy in the Era of ISIS, COLUM. UNIV. J. INT’L. 

AFFAIRS, 70, 2 (2017).  

 

Lisa Davis, The Global Struggle for LGBTQ Rights: Legal, Political and Social Dimensions, 37 

WOMEN'S RTS L. REP. 262 (2016) (symposium transcript). 

 

Lisa Davis, Legacy in Action: Honoring the Life Work of Rhonda Copelon, 14 N.Y. CITY L. REV. 

2 (2012) (introduction to a special journal edition). 

 

Lisa Davis, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Responds to Demand for Action to 

End Sexual Violence in Haiti, LOS ANDES UNIV. LAW SCH., PERIODICO AL DERECHO (Mar. 2012). 

 

Lisa Davis & Blaine Bookey, Fanm Ayisyen Pap Kase: Respecting the Right to Health of 

Haitian Women and Girls, HARV. HEALTH & HUM. RTS J., 13.1 (2011).  

 

Lisa Davis, Preventing Torture: Implications of General Comment 2: Implementation of Article 

2 by States Parties of the U.N. Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/A_77_235.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/A_77_235.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/19/americas/colombia-elections-peace-accord-women-as-equals-intl-cmd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/19/americas/colombia-elections-peace-accord-women-as-equals-intl-cmd/index.html
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Degrading Treatment or Punishment 11 N.Y. CITY L. REV. 179 (2008) (introduction to a special 

journal edition). 

 

Editorials 

 

Lisa Davis, The ICC’s Arrest Warrants Against Taliban Leaders Are Historic, FOREIGN POLICY 

(Aug. 8, 2025) 
 

Lisa Davis & Kirby Anwar, Race, Gender and Apartheid in the Draft CAH Treaty: South 

Africa’s Role, OPINIO JURIS (July, 18, 2025).  

 

Lisa Davis, Dusting off the Law Books on the Crime of Gender Persecution, JUST SECURITY, 

(May 30, 2023). 

 

Lisa Davis & Yifat Susskind, As the Virus Unleashes Violence, Women in War-Torn Countries 

Organize, COMMON DREAMS (Apr. 10, 2020).  
 

Lisa Davis, This Is How We Won a Historic Victory for Women’s and LGBTIQ Rights in 

International Law, OPEN DEMOCRACY.NET (June 26, 2019). 
 

Lisa Davis, New Draft of ‘Crimes Against Humanity' Treaty Affirms Protection for Women and 

LGBTIQ Persons. The Fight Wasn't Easy—and It Isn't Over Yet, COMMON DREAMS (June 24, 

2019). 
 

Lisa Davis, Will the New Crimes Against Humanity Treaty Protect Women and LGBTI Persons? 

OPEN DEMOCRACY.NET (Sept. 21, 2018). Reposted by TRUTHOUT.ORG (Sept. 30, 2018). 

 

Lisa Davis, Survivors Need Shelter, But Shelters Need Legal Protection in Iraq, COMMON 

DREAMS (Mar. 21, 2018). 
 

Lisa Davis, Prosecuting ISIS Crimes Against Women and LGBTIQ People Would Set a Crucial 

Precedent, OPEN DEMOCRACY.NET (Feb. 1, 2018).  
 

• Cited in The Me Too Movement in the Middle East, INTERNATIONAL VIEWPOINT (Feb. 19, 

2019). 
 

Yifat Susskind & Lisa Davis, Standing Our Ground at the U.N. Commission on the Status of 

Women (CSW), OPEN DEMOCRACY.NET (Feb. 4, 2017).  
 

Lisa Davis, To Protect People Fleeing Mosul, Undo Iraq’s Anti-Shelter Policy, THE 

HUFFINGTON POST (Oct. 21, 2016). 
 

Lisa Davis, Who’s Missing From Syria’s Peace Talks?, OPEN DEMOCRACY.NET (Jan. 29, 2016).  
 

Lisa Davis, John Kerry, Where Are Women’s Voices in the Syria Peace Talks?, OPEN 

DEMOCRACY.NET (Dec. 18, 2015). 
 

Lisa Davis, Lifting the Ban on Women’s Shelters in Iraq, OPEN DEMOCRACY.NET (Oct. 14, 2015).   

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/08/08/icc-taliban-arrest-warrant-lgbtq-rights-international-law/
https://opiniojuris.org/2025/07/18/race-gender-and-apartheid-in-the-draft-cah-treaty-south-africas-role/
https://www.justsecurity.org/86740/dusting-off-the-law-books-on-the-crime-of-gender-persecution/
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/04/10/virus-unleashes-violence-women-war-torn-countries-organize
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/this-is-how-we-won-a-historic-victory-for-womens-and-lgbtiq-rights-in-international-law/
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2019/06/24/new-draft-crimes-against-humanity-treaty-affirms-protection-women-and-lgbtiq
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/will-new-crimes-against-humanity-treaty-protect-women-and-lgbti-persons/
https://truthout.org/articles/will-the-new-crimes-against-humanity-treaty-protect-women-and-lgbti-persons/
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2018/03/21/survivors-need-shelter-shelters-need-legal-protection-iraq
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2018/03/21/survivors-need-shelter-shelters-need-legal-protection-iraq
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/activists-seek-prosecution-isis-crimes-women-lgbtiq-persons/
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article5939
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/standing-our-ground-at-un-commission-on-status-of-women-csw/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/to-protect-people-fleeing_b_12543254
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/who-s-missing-from-syria-s-peace-talks/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/john-kerry-where-are-women-s-voices-in-syria-peace-talks/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/john-kerry-where-are-women-s-voices-in-syria-peace-talks/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/lifting-ban-on-womens-shelters-in-iraq-promoting-change-in-conflict/
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Lisa Davis, Why Are So Many Syrian Children Being Left Stateless?, OPEN DEMOCRACY.NET 

(July 1, 2015). 

 

Lisa Davis, Syrian Women Refugees: Out of the Shadows, OPEN DEMOCRACY.NET (June 15, 

2014). 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS  
 

 

Justice Rapid Response (JRR)-U.N. Women  

Sexual and Gender-Based Violence Justice Experts Roster Member (2016-present) 
 

Fulbright 

• U.S. Scholar Program, Peer Review Committee Member (2023-present) 

• U.S. Student Program, National Screening Committee Member (2024-2026)  

• Binational Commission in Egypt, Committee Member (2024) 

• The Netherlands Student Program, Selection Panel Committee Member (2022) 

 

American Society of International Law 

Annual Meeting Committee Member (2023-2024) 
 

Preventing Sexual Violence Initiative (PSVI) 

Steering Board Member, U.K. Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (2022–2023) 

 

W7 Group of the G7 Process   

Accountability Working Group Member (2022) 

(The W7 is the official G7 engagement group on women’s and LGBTQI+ issues) 

 

Murad Code: Global Code of Conduct for Documenting Conflict-Related Sexual Violence 

Expert Commentator (2021 & 2022) 

 

USAID 

Member, Human Rights Advisory Group for the Evidence Gap Map (2021) 

 

Clooney Foundation for Justice 

Legal Expert (2021) 

 

The International Protocol on the Documentation and Investigation of Sexual Violence in 

Conflict (PSVI Protocol) 

Expert Commentator (2014 & 2017) 

 

American Bar Association 

Member, International Human Rights Committee (2011–2013) 

 

New York City Bar Association 

Member, International Human Rights Committee (2010–2012) 

 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/why-are-so-many-syrian-children-being-left-stateless/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/5050/syrian-women-refugees-out-of-shadows/
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SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS  
 

 

Keynote Addresses & Distinguished Lectures 

 

• Second Department Court of Appeals, LGBTQ+ Human Rights and Gender 

Persecution (NY State LGBTQ+ Judges Association) (May 2025) 

• University of Tasmania, Faculty of Law, Gender Persecution as an International 

Crime (Mar. 2023) 

• University of Sydney Law School, The Crime Against Humanity of Gender Persecution 

(Mar. 2023) 

• University of Queensland, Faculty of Law, Holding Gender-Based Crimes Accountable 

Under International Law (Mar. 2023) 

• Leiden Law School, The Hague, Inaugural Spring Lecture (Feb. 2022) 

• Embassy of Australia to the Netherlands, Prosecuting Sexual and Gender-Based 

Crimes at the ICC (June 2019) 

• Universidad Militar Nueva Granada Law School, Tensiones Transformadores del 

Derecho, Bogotá, Colombia (Sept. 2018) 

• NYU Law School, Law Women’s Fifth Annual Summit (Feb. 2018) 

 

Academic Engagements 

 

• Leiden Law School, Annual Guest Lecturer, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity in 

International Law: Human Rights and Beyond Summer Course (2016–present) 

• Leiden Law School, Lecturer, International Criminal Law Conference, Sexual and 

Gender-Based Violence (July 2025) 

• Nelson Mandela Foundation, Presenter, Defining Apartheid in the Proposed Crimes 

Against Humanity Treaty (June 2025) 

• Leiden Law School et al., Presenter & Panelist, Gender & Int’l Criminal Law 

Conference (Jan. 2024) 

• International Law Association (ILA), Panelist, The ICC’s Gender Persecution Policy: 

Definitions, Implementation, Way Forward (Oct. 2023) 

• American Society of International Law (ASIL) 

o Panelist, Women in International Law Interest Group (Apr. 2023) 

o Panelist, A Hopeful Conversation on Ending Impunity for SGBV (Apr. 2023) 

o Presenter, Mid-Year Meeting, Gender Persecution Under the Rome Statute (Nov. 

2022) 

o Panelist, Annual Meeting, Has International Law Lived Up to Its Promise for 

Women and Girls? (June 2020) 

• Georgetown Law School, Panelist, Samuel Dash Conference on Human Rights (Apr. 

2023) 

• George Washington University Law School, Panelist, Gender, Sexuality & 

International Law (Oct. 2021) 

• American Association of Law Schools (AALS), Panelist, 2021 Conference on Clinical 

Legal Education (Apr. 2021) 

• Oxford Handbook of Women, Peace and Security Launch, Panelist, WPS Toward 

2020 Workshop (Apr. 2019) 
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• NYU Law School, Commentator, Int’l Law and Human Rights Emerging Scholarship 

Conference (Apr. 2019) 

• Universidad de Los Andes Law School, Panelist, Protección de los Derechos de 

Mujeres y Personas LGBTI (Oct. 2018) 

• Princeton University, Lichtenstein Institute, Panelist, Building a Gender-Inclusive 

Response to Conflict Sexual Violence 

 

United Nations, Government, and Accountability Mechanism Engagements 

 

• U.N. Fact-Finding Mission for Sudan, Expert Consultation on SGBV Accountability 

(May 2025) 

• U.K. & Australian Embassies / ICC OTP, Panelist, Assembly of States Parties: Gender 

Persecution Principles (Dec. 2024) 

• U.N. Fact-Finding Mission on Iran, Legal Expert Consultation on Gender Persecution 

(Nov. 2023) 

• U.S. Institute for Peace, Missing Peace Global Symposium, Conflict-Related Sexual 

Violence (Nov. 2023) 

• Permanent Mission of Germany to the U.N., Panelist, Gender-Based Violence in Int’l 

Law (Oct. 2023) 

• U.S. Institute for Peace, Roundtable on Human Rights Documentation in Afghanistan 

(July 2023) 

• U.K. FCDO / PSVI, Presenter, Gender Persecution as a Crime Against Humanity (June 

2023) 

• OHCHR, Featured Speaker, Conversation with ICC Special Adviser on Gender 

Persecution (Apr. 2023) 

• U.K. Foreign Service / Wilton Park, Panelist, Sexual Violence & the Crimes Against 

Humanity Treaty (Mar. 2023) 

• Raoul Wallenberg Institute & UN Special Rapporteur on Afghanistan, Presenter, 

Prospects for Accountability (Feb. 2023) 

• ICC & Embassies of Sweden, Canada & Colombia, Panelist, Advancing 

Accountability for Gender-Based Crimes (Dec. 2022) 

• ICC, Panelist, Roundtable on Crimes Against and Affecting Children (Nov. 2022) 

• Colombia Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP) 

o Speaker, Persecution by Gender, Racism and Ethnicity in Transitional Justice 

(Nov. 2022) 

o Speaker, Questions on the Crime of Gender Persecution (Sept. 2022) 

• Independent Accountability Mechanisms Network (IAMNet), Plenary Speaker, 

Community-Centric Approaches to GBV (Oct. 2022) 

• W7 / G7, Panelist, Women in Review (Oct. 2022) 

• Permanent Missions of Sweden, Canada & Netherlands to the U.N., Panelist, Launch 

of Syria Gender Strategy (Oct. 2022) 

• U.K. Wilton Park, Facilitator, Strengthening the Int’l Response to Conflict-Related 

SGBV (May 2022) 

• ICC & Embassy of Sweden, Panelist, Fighting Impunity for Gender-Based Crimes 

(Dec. 2021) 
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• Paris Peace Forum, Panelist, Prevent and Heal: Violence Against Women in COVID-19 

(Nov. 2021) 

• ICC, Panelist, Violence Based on SOGI: Synergies between Human Rights and Int’l 

Criminal Justice (June 2021) 

• JEP, Colombia, Speaker, LGBTI Pride Commemoration Lecture (June 2021) 

• U.N. Human Rights Council / IIIM, Speaker, Gender-Based Persecution in Conflict & 

Atrocity (June 2021) 

• Embassy of Finland & Embassy of Argentina / ICC, Panelist, Gender Persecution and 

Survivor Participation in Peace Processes (Dec. 2020) 

• U.N. Women, Moderator, Film Screening and Discussion: The Prosecutors (Nov. 2020) 

• Obama Foundation / Girls Opportunity Alliance, Speaker, Domestic Violence and 

COVID-19 (Oct. 2020) 

• International Institute on Criminal Investigations, Guest Lecturer, Investigation of 

Conflict-Related SGBV Course (Feb. 2020) 

• Embassy of Canada / ICC, Panelist, Aftermath of ISIL: Gender-Based Violence 

Survivors in Iraq (Dec. 2019) 

• OHCHR, Moderator, Roundtable on Accountability for Da’esh Crimes (Sept. 2019) 
 

 

EXPERT TESTIMONY AND BRIEFINGS 
 

 

• European Parliament, Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) & Committee on 

Women’s Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) 

Hearing on the EU Strategy to Promote and Protect the Human Rights of Women 

Worldwide (Afghanistan & Iran) (Sept. 2025) 

• European Parliament, Subcommittee on Human Rights 

Briefing on the Human Rights Situation in Afghanistan (Nov. 2022) 

• U.N. LGBTI Core Group of States 

High-Level Closed Briefing on the ICC’s Gender Persecution Policy (OTP) 

Co-sponsored by the Permanent Missions of Colombia, Costa Rica, and the United 

Kingdom (Sept. 2022) 

• U.N. Security Council, Informal Experts Group on Women, Peace and Security 

Briefing on Women, Peace and Security in Mali (Apr. 2021) 

• U.N. Security Council, Informal Experts Group on Women, Peace and Security 

Briefing on Women, Peace and Security in the Democratic Republic of Congo (Mar. 

2019) 

• U.N. Committee Against Torture (CAT) 

Expert Statement for the Thematic Briefing on Domestic Violence as a Form of Torture 

(Dec. 2018) 

• U.K. House of Lords, Committee on Sexual Violence in Conflict 

Expert Evidence Session (Oct. 2016) 

• U.N. Security Council 

Open Debate on the Use of Sexual Violence in Conflict Situations (June 2016) 

• U.N. Human Rights Committee, 115th Session 

Expert Testimony on State Accountability for Third-Party Violence – Fifth Periodic 

Report of Iraq (Oct. 2015) 
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• U.N. Committee Against Torture, 55th Session 

Expert Testimony on State Accountability for Third-Party Violence – Initial Report of 

Iraq (Aug. 2015) 

• U.S. Congress, Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission 

Hearing on Aid Delivery and Development Strategies in Haiti (Dec. 2014) 

• U.N. Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 

Pre-Session Working Group, 58th Session – Expert Statement on Draft General Comment 

No. 30 (Oct. 2013) 

• U.N. Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), 

53rd Session 

Expert Statement on the Implementation of Articles 21 and 22 of the Convention (Oct. 

2012) 

• U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

Informal Briefing on Haiti Elections (2011) 

 
 

MEDIA APPEARANCES 
 

 

Media Highlights  
 

• NY Times, Judge Bars Trump Administration From Punishing 2 Law Professors for 

I.C.C. Work (July 31, 2025) 
 

• CNN, International Criminal Court issues arrest warrants for Taliban leaders, accusing 

them of persecuting women (July 8, 2025) 
 

• Kaya Radio 95.9, Point of View, Part 3: UN Draft Treaty on Apartheid Crime (June 23, 

2025) 
 

• Lexinter Law, 10 Best Law Schools for Human Rights Law (Aug. 2, 2024) 
 

• Rockefeller Foundation, “Once You See, You Can’t Unsee” Lisa Davis on Fighting 

Gender Persecution (Mar. 21, 2024) 
 

• NY Times, Wear It or We Will Beat You to Death (Mar. 15, 2024) 
 

• The Progressive, Holding the Taliban Accountable (Aug. 14, 2023) 
 

• Human Rights Watch, This Is Why We Became Activists: Violence Against Lesbian, 

Bisexual and Queer Women and Non-Binary People, pp. 50–51 (2023).  
 

• CNN, Colombia needs a leader who'll implement the peace accord. For women, it's a 

matter of life and death (June 19, 2022) 
 

• In The Centre Podcast, Exploring the impact of U.N. mechanisms in addressing 

conflict-related sexual violence against LGBTI+ populations  (Mar. 1, 2022) 
 

• CCNY Podcast, Gender Persecution: Women and LGBTIQ Persons in Armed Conflicts 

with CUNY Law Prof. Lisa Davis (July 5, 2021) 
 

• Buzzfeed News, The Secret Battle to Save LGBT People From ISIS — And Bring Their 

Persecutors to Justice (June 24, 2019) 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/us/politics/trump-icc-lawyers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/30/us/politics/trump-icc-lawyers.html
https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/08/asia/icc-arrest-warrant-taliban-leaders-women-intl
https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/08/asia/icc-arrest-warrant-taliban-leaders-women-intl
https://www.kaya959.co.za/shows/point-of-view/
https://www.lexinter.net/law/law-school/human-rights
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/insights/perspective/once-you-see-you-cant-unsee-lisa-davis-on-fighting-gender-persecution/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/insights/perspective/once-you-see-you-cant-unsee-lisa-davis-on-fighting-gender-persecution/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/15/opinion/ukraine-russia-putin-crimes.html
https://progressive.org/latest/holding-the-taliban-accountable-abramian-20230815/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/02/14/why-we-became-activists/violence-against-lesbian-bisexual-and-queer-women-and-non
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/19/americas/colombia-elections-peace-accord-women-as-equals-intl-cmd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/19/americas/colombia-elections-peace-accord-women-as-equals-intl-cmd/index.html
https://allsurvivorsproject.org/episode-4-exploring-the-impact-of-un-mechanisms-in-addressing-conflict-related-sexual-violence-against-lgbti-populations/
https://allsurvivorsproject.org/episode-4-exploring-the-impact-of-un-mechanisms-in-addressing-conflict-related-sexual-violence-against-lgbti-populations/
https://www.listennotes.com/da/podcasts/rights-talk/e22-gender-persecution-women-TEojJStceBX/
https://www.listennotes.com/da/podcasts/rights-talk/e22-gender-persecution-women-TEojJStceBX/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/lesterfeder/isis-iraq-lgbt-majid-ahlam-owfi
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/lesterfeder/isis-iraq-lgbt-majid-ahlam-owfi
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• Talking About Terrorism, Legal Strategies for Prosecuting ISIS Crimes against Women 

and LGBTIQ Persons (Nov. 2018) 
 

• BuzzFeed News, These Lawyers Have A Case For Charging ISIS With Killing LGBT 

People (Nov. 8, 2017) 

 

Quoted In  

The Nation, The New York Times, CNN, Al Jazeera America, New York Law Journal, Reuters, 

PBS NewsHour, BuzzFeed, New York Daily News, The Washington Blade, The Bay Reporter, 

Essence Magazine, South Florida Gay News, Inter Press Service (IPS) News, U.N. News, 

Women News Network, Rewire, Trust Law, Earth Times, Monsters and Critics, Pass Blue, 

Mundo Hispánico, El Periódico de México, Jornal do Brasil, Comunidade Segura, La Estrella, 

La Prensa Gráfica, Le Figaro, Noticias 24, El Universal, Diario Comercio Industria & Servicios, 

Agencia Imagen del Golfo, El Mañana, Administradores. 

 

Interviewed On  

The Brian Lehrer Show, Levant TV, WBAI Radio, WBAI Sunday News, WPFW Radio, GW on 

the Hill, Progressive Radio Network, Rights Talk at CCNY Downtown 

 

Mentioned In 

National Law Journal, HuffPost Impact, NewsRoom, U.N. News, GHRtv, El Tiempo 

(Colombia), Caribbean Life News, World Pulse, Free Speech Radio, Queens Chronicle, 

Common Dreams, Bethel Patch, Haiti Rewired, Paz Con Mujeres, IntLawGrrls 

 
 

EDUCATION 
 

 

City University of New York (CUNY) School of Law, J.D., May 2008 

• Editor-in-Chief, CUNY Law Review 

• Teaching Assistant, Evidence & Torts 

• Vice President, International Law Society 

• Member, OutLaws (LGBTQI+ student organization) 

 

American University, School of International Service, M.A., International Politics, May 2005 

• Research Assistant to Professor Julie Mertus 

 

St. Mary’s College of Maryland, National Public Honors College, B.A., Anthropology/ 

Sociology, May 1999 

• Honors: VISTA*AmeriCorps Scholarship Award 

 

Russell Sage College (Albany) – Sociology Studies, May 1997 

• Awards: Chavez–King Award; Excellence in Sociology Award 

• Editor-in-Chief, The Vernacular 

 

BAR ADMISSIONS 
 

New York State • U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York • U.S. Supreme 

Court 

https://www.talkingaboutterrorism.com/post/legal-strategies-for-prosecuting-isis-crimes-against-women-and-lgbtiq-persons
https://www.talkingaboutterrorism.com/post/legal-strategies-for-prosecuting-isis-crimes-against-women-and-lgbtiq-persons
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/lesterfeder/these-lawyers-have-a-case-for-charging-isis-with-killing
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/lesterfeder/these-lawyers-have-a-case-for-charging-isis-with-killing
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